NEW   FRIENDS

which Arnold resolutely, although not rudely, declined
to accede. One of the customs with which lecturers in
America usually have to comply is that which allows
the lecturer, when he has completed his address, to be
surrounded by a congratulating crowd of the leading
members of the community, who are anxious to tell Mm
how much they admire himself and his discourse. Mat-
thew Arnold, I am assured, would have nothing of all
this, but the moment he had finished his lecture disap-
peared from the platform and the building, and with
the companionship of his secretary alone made his way
to his temporary home. There was nothing ungracious
in the mood which prompted this resolve; indeed, no-
body who knew Matthew Arnold could easily conceive
the idea of anything ungracious on his part: only he
was not endowed with that 4 terrible gift of familiarity'
which an envious opponent ascribed to Mirabeau, and he
knew that he never could be in his element in trying to
exchange compliments with a crowd of perfectly un-
known admirers. I am told that Arnold was greatly
amusedby one incident which happened during Ms Amer-
ican tour. Some of the railway companies were at that
time in the habit of issuing tickets at a reduced rate for
theatrical companies travelling through the States; and
the privilege was occasionally extended to professional
lecturers. Now and then the classifications got a little
mixed, and Matthew Arnold was once amazed and
amused to see that he and his secretary were travelling
on tickets issued to the Matthew Arnold Comic Opera
Company.

Travelling in the States, three years after Matthew
Arnold had returned to Europe, I can say that he had
not shown himself in any sense an ungenial or unso-
ciable visitor ; and that I came across many a Louse-
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